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Monitor ongoing resuscitation efforts.
Search for underlying conditions - Run 'stat' bloodwork (PCV/TS/Glucose/Blood Gas). 

Cardiopulmonary arrest

Begin basic life support

Airway

Breathing

Assess for potential airway obstruction, assess for
breathing, perform intubation.

Ventilate with 100% oxygen. Provide 10-24
breaths/minute.
Circulation Assess for heart beat and pulses. If absent, begin external
chest compressions. Provide 100-120 compressions/minute.

Begin advanced life support

ECG and determine arrest rhythm
Obtain access for drug therapy

VF/VT Asystole/Bradycardia/PEA

Anesthesia-related arrest

During CPCR

Defibrillate Deliver 2-5 J/kg
(external), 0.5-1 J/kg (internal)

Resume chest compressions
Provide up to 3 consecutive shocks.

Continue for 60−90 seconds.
Drug therapy

Epinephrine (0.01-0.1 mg/kg IV)
or

Vasopressin (0.8 u/kg IV)
Lidocaine (2 mg/kg IV)

or
Amiodarone (5-10 mg/kg IV)

Repeat defibrillation (2 × initial energy).

Administer specific drug reversal agent.
Low dose epinephrine (0.01 mg/kg) where indicated.
Turn off vaporizer and flush the circuit.

Drug therapy

Consider transthoracic pacing

Atropine (0.04 mg/kg IV)
Lower dose, if palpable pulse or

May repeat at 3−5 minute intervals.

Given one  time only.

Must be instituted early.

suspected vagal arrest.
Epinephrine (0.01-0.1 mg/kg IV)

or
Vasopressin (0.8 u/kg IV)

Consider - Interposed abdominal compressions.

Consider calcium gluconate (50 mg/kg IV) − Indicated in patients with significant 

Consider sodium bicarbonate (1-2 mEq/kg IV) − Indicated patients with significant
pre-existing metabolic acidosis or in prolonged (>10 minutes.) CPA.

hyperkalemia or ionized hypocalcemia.
Consider magnesium sulfate (30 mg/kg IV) −Indicated in patients with hypomagnesemia.

Consider - open-chest CPCR− Especially prolonged arrests or in large (>20kg) patients.
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